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Knowledge Centre for Bioeconomy

Supports policymaking by:

• Making relevant information 

accessible

• Pooling relevant expertise

• Making sense and communicating 

available evidence

Policy: A European Green Deal; Bioeconomy Strategy



Bioeconomy strategy 

development in EU 

regions



Mapping  
regional
Bioeconomy 
strategies
across 
Europe 

The study in a nutshell

• Commissioned by the JRC as a contribution to the EC Knowledge Centre for Bioeconomy

• Implemented by Spatial Foresight and Austrian Institute for Regional Studies (ÖIR) (Aug 2021 – May 2022)

• Objective: Map and analyse the deployment of regional strategies related to the bioeconomy in the European 

Union (EU-27).

• Methodology:

• Desk research

• Survey of experts and public authorities

• Database development and analysis

• Geographical scope: NUTS 1 & NUTS 2 (exceptionally NUTS 3) level

• Thematic scope:

• Different types of regulatory frameworks (e.g. Strategies, Action Plans, Roadmaps and /or Resource 

Management Plans)

• Different types of bioeconomy coverage (bioeconomy-dedicated, sector specific, embedded in wider 

framework)

• Status of strategy (developed, under development)



• 194 regions in EU-27 (NUTS 1, 

NUTS 2 or NUTS 3 level) have, 

or are working towards, a 

strategic framework related to 

the bioeconomy. 

EU regions with 
bioeconomy strategies

• 28 with fully dedicated bioeconomy 

strategies (1 under development);

• 62 with strategies with a strong 

bioeconomy focus (7 under dev.);

• 94 with strategies with minimum 

bioeconomy content (2 under dev.)



• There are 324 (published) 

regional strategies related to the 

bioeconomy:

Regional strategies in 
the EU regions

• 32 (10%) with fully dedicated 

bioeconomy strategies;

• 209 (65%) where bioeconomy is an 

embedded topic within a wider strategic 

framework 

• 83 (26%) cover bioeconomy within a 

sectoral strategy 



Objectives

 Managing regional natural 

resources sustainably

 Reducing dependences on 

non-renewable resources

 Strengthening European 

competitiveness and 

creating jobs



Biomass
resources
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Knowledge management acrossPolicy measures

 Governance (19%) 

Governance measures include ensuring 

policy coherence across sectors, actors, 

governance levels and timeframes as well as 

monitoring and reporting

 Research and innovation (19%)

 Other important policy measures aim at 

collaboration (11%), training, 

infrastructure platforms, stimulation of 

demand.



Knowledge management acrossRegional strategies raising awareness

 Low deployment of policy measures 

to raise awareness on the 

bioeconomy (≈7% of total regional 

strategies). 

 Difference between countries with 

high and low integration of these 

promotion measures.

 Diverse types of measures, e.g.:

 Informing stakeholders via web pages, the media, specific events 

(dedicated weeks, workshops, round tables, and other activities), etc.

 Advertisement campaigns targeting consumers and citizens at large

 Creating territorial networks and platforms to showcase best practices 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

SK

SE

RO

PT

PL

NL

LV

LT

IT

IE

HU

HR

FR

FI

ES

EL

DK

DE

CZ

BE

AT

Rate of regional strategies with measures 
to raise awareness by country

Yes No



Patterns

• Certain patterns per country exist on e.g. how and in which wider frameworks 

bioeconomy is embedded.

• Two main factors for the presence of bioeconomy strategies at regional level:

• Size and centralization of the country

• Existence of a bioeconomy strategy at national level.

• Macro-regional initiatives as drivers of regional bioeconomy development such as 

the European Territorial Cooperation (INTERREG) and BIOEAST initiative.

11



Outputs from the study

Report

https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.e

u/repository/handle/JRC128740

Dataset

http://data.europa.eu/89h/a894

82ff-83af-4c82-96ef-

39b0a59eb345

Dashboard

https://knowledge4policy.ec.europ

a.eu/visualisation/bioeconomy-

different-

countries_en#regionalstrategies

https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC128740
http://data.europa.eu/89h/a89482ff-83af-4c82-96ef-39b0a59eb345
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/visualisation/bioeconomy-different-countries_en#regionalstrategies
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Thank you

THANK YOU
javier.SANCHEZ-LOPEZ@ext.ec.europa.eu 

@SanLopJavier

Subscribe to the Knowledge Centre for Bioeconomy’s newsletter

https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/user-
subscriptions/2358/create


